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A Message From Our President

The end of the year is quickly approaching, but we
still have a few special events remaining, and |
hope you will be able to enjoy some of them with
us.

| would like to take this time to thank everyone who
has supported the PTA throughout the year. Be-
cause of your support, we were able to bring in a
lot of fun, exciting and educational programs this
year. It has been a pleasure working with you and
your children for the past two years.

| would also like to thank Mrs. Morrison and the
staff for all their support of the PTA. Without their

support, many of the events we bring in for our
children would not take place.

Thank you again for helping make Oquenock an
enjoyable experience for all our children.

Enjoy the rest of the year and have a happy and
safe summer vacation!

Sincerely,
Genia Radigan
PTA President

Principal’s Note

Dear Oquenock Parents,

June is upon us, and yet it seems we started the 2007
-2008 school year only moments ago! On behalf of
the students and staff...THANK YOU for a truly spec-
tacular school year. Your continuous support of our
academic programs and extracurricular activities is
what makes Oquenock Elementary School a wonder-
ful learning environment for our students to build the
skills necessary to ensure successes throughout their
lives.

Congratulations to the 5™ grade students on their ad-
vancement to Udall Road Middle School. It is with
great confidence that | wish them continued success
and happiness in the next phase of their educational
careers! We are sure to see many great accomplish-
ments from this talented class of students.

Oquenock News

Page 1

Best wishes for a safe, relaxing, and enjoyable sum-
mer vacation. See you in September!

Sincerely,
Dawn Morrison
Principal
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Class Chatter

The year 2007 on the 6" of September

You came into my class, how well | remember.
Some of you were smiling and giggling a lot.

Some were very quiet and a few tears | could spot.
You were all in my garden just waiting to grow

So this gardener got busy with her rake and her hoe.
| fed you the water and let in the sun.

You took in the soil, but we had only begun.

Each day as | worked in this garden of mine

| saw you all growing so strong and so fine.

Then finally one day | took a good look

And saw each of my flowers with their favorite book.
It was obvious then that you had worked too,
Soaking up all the food that | had given you.

But although you have blossomed, you still need to grow
So I'll pass you on now to another gardener | know.
She too has a rake and hoe she can use

And plenty of food from which you can choose.

| hope you will keep your roots open wide

Take in all her food and keep it inside.

Yes, a gardener can work all night and all day

But the flower must be willing to take in each ray.

So work very hard in your garden each year.

Do the best you can do and you'll have nothing to fear.
Grow strong and tall, reach up for the sun.

Stay as nice as you are and have lots of fun!

-- Author Unknown

1% Grade

An End of the Year Message from Mrs. Dragelin to her
First Grade Students:

I’'m glad | was your teacher,
I’'ve come to love you so!

| can’t believe the end is here,
how | hate to see you go.
Remember all the fun we had,
and all the things we learned,
but most of all remember...
you are all very special kids!!

Have a wonderful summer and good luck in second
grade!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Dragelin
O©OOOOOOO
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Dear Parents,

Today | give you back your child. The same child you
confidently entrusted to my care last fall. | give them
back pounds heavier, inches taller, and months wiser
than they were then.

Although they would have attained their growth in
spite of me, it has been my pleasure and privilege to
watch their personality unfold day by day and marvel
at this miracle of development.

| give them back reluctantly. Having spent ten months
together in the narrow confines of a classroom, we
have grown close and we shall always retain a little of
each other. We have lived, loved, laughed, learned,
and enriched our lives together this year.

Remember that | shall always be interested in your child
and their future endeavors, wherever they go, whatever
they do, whoever they become. Thank you for allowing
me the opportunity to be your child’s teacher this year!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Karen Mitchell
COOOOOOO

Mrs. Bonkov’ s First Grade students have worked ex-
tremely hard and have learned a great deal this year.
Along the way, the students have made many friends
and memories in first grade.

As the end of the year is approaching, the first graders
have looked back at all of the great projects, lessons
learned, and fun they have had. The students have
created a meaningful memory book that was inspired
by all of the wonderful recollections of first grade.

This book includes many of the student’s experiences
and it also displays how much each student has flour-
ished throughout the school year.

| am so proud of all of the students and | look forward
to their future successes in the school years to come.
Have a great summer!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Bonkov
©OOOOOOO

June 2008



2" Grade

Second graders are busy writing their memoirs re-
capping our wonderful year. It's amazing how they
have grown as students and good citizens!

Second graders are also learning about good nutri-
tion and safety. They are learning to make good
decisions about how they treat their bodies.

We have truly enjoyed our year together and wish our
students every success as they enter the third grade.
Enjoy summer vacation!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Cosentino, Mrs. Greene, Mrs. Villez

3" Grade

Third graders are having fun while learning about life
science. Our butterflies have emerged and are flying
around in the cages. This has been a great opportu-
nity to learn about the life cycle of an insect.

In addition, third graders have been detectives in the
MST Lab as well. The W.1.S.E. Enrichment program is
well underway. The children are studying owl pellets
under the direction of Mrs. Hollinger.

Also, the children are working on fine-tuning addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division skills to be
ready for fourth grade. Mastering these skills is essen-
tial for success in fourth grade and beyond.

Finally, Summer Work Packets will be going home at
the end of the year. The children should work on a
few pages each week in order to maintain the skills
learned in third grade.

Have a happy and healthy summer vacation!

Sincerely,
Mr. Haas, Mr. Pekurney, Mrs. Schmidt
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4™ Grade

School may be getting closer to an end, but our fourth
graders continue to achieve great things. We continue
to prepare for 5" grade in so many ways.

We took part in a Bully Prevention Program sponsored
through CAPS (Child Abuse Protection Services).
Since bullies are not only children, we learned life skills
that will help us if we ever encounter a bully; even when
we are teenagers or adults.

We also had Officer Reilly come in from the SCPD to
talk to us about drugs. Not only did we learn some of
the street names for popular drugs and why we
shouldn’t try them, we learned why alcohol and to-
bacco are not good for us as well. Making smart de-
cisions about drugs and alcohol was the focus of this
discussion.

In June we will be creating books titled, “The ABC'’s
of New York State”. Each group will research some-
thing important about New York State for each letter
of the alphabet. We will publish them in the com-
puter lab so all students will have a copy.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of
our fourth graders a happy, healthy summer. It has
been a pleasure working with you this year.

Love, Mrs. Macchione and Mrs. Parson

5™ Grade

Our bags are packed and we are ready to go. The
fifth grade moving-up field trip is Tuesday, June 3rd.
We are going to Medieval Times in Lyndhurst, New
Jersey. Coach buses will be departing at 10:45 from
Oquenock School. We are scheduled to arrive at ap-
proximately 12:30, just in time to spend the after-
noon as guests of the royal family in a recreated
1093 AD time setting. Our first stop will be to visit the
DUNGEON! After the tour of the dungeon, we will sit
down for lunch and enjoy a hearty medieval style
banquet and a medieval tournament. We will be de-
parting for West Islip at approximately 3:30 and
should arrive at Oquenock at 5:00 PM. We are really
looking forward to this trip. It is a fabu-

lous introduction to sixth grade social studies and the
study of ancient civilizations!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Heaton, Mr. Osburn, Mrs. Wallace
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Upcoming Programs and Events

Date Event/Program

June 24 5" Grade Farewell Breakfast/Yearbook
Signing
Rocket Readers Ice Cream Party
BOE Planning Session @ District Office
7:30 PM

June 25 5" Grade Moving Up Ceremony

June 26 Grade 5 Orientation at Udall

June 27 Last Day of Classes
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From the Health Office

Don't forget to make your
appointment for your child's
physical (mandated for K, 2nd, &
4th Gr.). Always a good idea to
send a copy to the health office
(mandated, or not) to be recorded on
your child's health cum. Every spring
5th Gr. is checked for scoliosis which is
done by the nurse & PE teacher unless
we have a current physical on record.

All medication must be picked up by the
end of the school year or it will be
discarded. Nebulizers must be picked
up as well. A new MD note is required
each year for medication. Medication &
notes are to be delivered by an adult to
the health office.

Also, the nurse would appreciate some
gently used knit, stretchy, elastic waist
jogging/sweat pants , shorts, & long/
short sleeve T-shirts to have on hand
for spills, falls in puddles & mud, etc.
THANK YOU in advance.

HAVE A HEALTHY, HAPPY, SAFE

SUMMER!
Mrs. McCarthy
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CHORUS NOTES

Mrs. Cirasole

Congratulations to all the
band, Grade 4 chorus, grade 5
chorus and orchestra students
for your outstanding perform-
ance in the spring concert on
May 19™. | hope you all had a
great time performing for your
family and friends! Thank you
to the grade four chorus for
singing at the Curriculum Fair
on May 15"™. “Hooray for the
USA” was a great way to end
the evening. I'm so glad eve-
ryone knew their flag choreog-
raphy, well done! | hope eve-
ryone had fun participating in
Oquenock’s first Flag Day
ceremony on June 16™. It
was wonderful to hear the
whole school singing together.
Good bye to the fifth grade
class. Always remember as
your graduation song said
“you hold the future, you hold
the light.” | hope you will carry
with you fond memories of our
musical experiences together.
Congratulations to you all and
be sure to come back and visit
your teachers at Oquenock.

Mrs. Cirasole
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A Message From Our Incoming
President

| am looking forward to being your PTA President for
the 2008-2009 school year and would like to thank the . .
outgoing PTA board for all their hard work this past Incomlng 2008-2009 Officers
year.

President Mary Louise Cairo 422-9044
The new Executive Board and | have been planning
and will continue to plan many new and exciting Vice President Donna Moran 587-7264
events including the past events. If you would like to

Chair or volunteer your time and talent for any of the oG ey Ll il SERAE
ggzz;m?g events, tplel.ase Cat” or email me: 631-422- Corresponding Michelle Martinez 587-5393
mlcairo@optonline.net. Secretary

We are only as strong as our helpers. This is your Treasurer Nicole Cassagnau 893-4274
PTA and "we are all in this together."

Historian Diana McCarthy 422-7330
Wishing you a happy and safe Summer!!!

Council Delegate Lesley Keane 422-8417

Sincerely,
Mary Louise Cairo
PTA President, 2008-2009 school year

Walklng for WebKinz Winners
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